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Coronavirus (COVID-19) is Here
In the last few weeks some of our 
coworkers became infected with the 
dreaded virus that has been lurking in the 
shadows for months. It suddenly became 
real in the sense that people we know 
have had to wage their own personal 
battle against this silent enemy. Just as 
quickly as everthing changed, our heads 
were filled with questions... Have I been 
exposed? What happens next? And what 
tools can we use to protect ourselves and 
those we love? The questions just keep 
coming!

In most situations in life, education 
plays a vital role and this situation is 
no different. The more you know about 
the virus and how it spreads, the better 
prepared you’ll be to protect yourself. 

The state of Tennessee Health 
Department has been tracking the 
virus since late February. They have 
a considerable amount of data on 
their website. It isn’t easy to find and 
sometimes a little difficult to understand 
so we are harvesting the numbers that 
are specific to Blount County and creating 
easy to read visuals to share on our 
platforms. 

The charts to the right are updated each 
afternoon when the Health Dept. and 
Blount Memorial Hospital share their 
numbers for the day. The most requested 
bit of information is the number of new 
cases each day. That number can be 
found in the red box in the middle of the 
graphic. Particularly interesting is the 
breakdown of how many cases for each 
age range have been recorded. We’ve also 
included active cases, recovered cases, 
number of deaths, and number of tests 
administired, postive results and negative 
results. Also provided are the number 
of people in our county who have been 
hospitalized both in Blount Memorial 
and other hospitals. As well as how many 
cases have required ICU care at Blount 
Memorial and how many ICU beds are 
still available there. Additionally, the It’s Here Continued on Page 2
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number of cases in schools in all of Blount County and case numbers 
and deaths by age group are also posted late in the afternoon 
Monday through Friday. The number of new cases caused by a single 
infected person, the number of cases, number of recovered cases and 
the number of deaths for Blount County, the State of Tennessee and 
the entire United States can also be found.

The sources we use for all of the numbers posted are The State 
of Tennessee Health Department, Johns Hopkins Coronavirus 
Resource Center, University of Tennessee COVID-19 Case Tracking 
and the CDC. 

It is our hope that by providing this information to our citizens we 
can furnish insight about the virus in our community and share 
messages to help our community know what to do.

COVID-19 Employee Updates
Positive Cases
Since our first positive case on Monday, July 27, the City’s total 
positive case count as of August 10 is eight. Six were symptomatic. 
Several tests were required out of an abundance of caution, our 
positive rate to number of tests went down to 25%, and the last 
positive test received was on August 4.

Stay the Course
What we have learned is that we must be vigilant in protecting each 
other and ourselves and follow the distancing guidelines. The virus 
moves quickly.

• Stay six feet apart
• Wear a mask in closed spaces (especially    

if you are less than six feet apart)
• Wash your hands
• Sanitize shared surfaces
• Monitor temperatures
• CDC and TN Department of Health    

Exposure Guidelines

We follow the most current guidelines for potential exposure from 
these agencies. The procedures have changed, and it’s sometimes 
confusing. We know this will be an ongoing, evolving situation 
through the rest of the year. As procedures change, it’s important 
to keep in touch with your Managing Director when it comes to 
COVID-related questions.

Random Seeds in the Mail?
Many people have reported receiving unsolicited seeds from China 
and other international locations.
The USDA asks these seeds be mailed to the Tennessee Department 
of Agriculture, attention Plant Certification P.O. Box 40627, 
Nashville, TN  37204.
If a person prefers not to send in their seeds, notify TDA that the 
unsolicited seeds were received. Call Plant Certification at 615-837-
5137 or email Plant Certification Administrator Anni Self at anni.
self@tn.gov. Provide your name, contact information, and where you 
live, as well as what you received and any photos.
Seeds should be double-bagged, sealed, and placed in the trash for 
disposal.
You can find more information at the TN.gov agriculture website.       

Attention ICMA-RC 457 Plan Participants 
If your family is experiencing financial hardship due to COVID-19, 
please be aware that the City has elected a provision of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act that 
allows for Coronavirus- Related Distributions (CRD) from the ICMA-
RC 457 Plan.  Participants seeking more information about this 
financial relief provision should visit the ICMA website, 
https://www.icmarc.org.
Participants who want to request a CRD should contact ICMA-
RC member services at 1-800-669-7400 or Trey Sizemore, City of 
Maryville Plan Representative, at 866-328-4671 or 
tsizemore@icmarc.org .
  

MPD’s Brown and Graves Impress Visitors  
Mr. McClain,
I wanted to let you know how top notch your police department 
was and specifically wanted to commend Captain David Graves and 
Officer Justin Brown for their thoughtful and courteous help to an 
accident I had last Thursday. My family and I were traveling through 
to go on vacation in the Smokies and had an unfortunate hit and run 
situation after our lunch stop downtown. Both Captain Graves and 
Officer Brown went above and beyond with my family in helping us 
get settled in a very stressful situation. They were both AWESOME 
and I can’t thank you enough for fostering that kind of environment 
with your Police Department. With my line of work, I see many 
municipal governments and I couldn’t have been more pleased with 
the level of service offered by your City. I’m sure you are used to 
getting complaints and wanted to take a moment to pass along a 
compliment since it was warranted.

Thanks,
Russ Phillips, PE

It’s Here Continued from page 1
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Last month when I was following Danny 
Kimsey through part of his workday I 
overheard a conversation between he 
and a friend of his at Cintas while he 
was inspecting the plant. As I listened I 
became aware of the fact that Danny had 
played a part in the amazing change in the 
demeanor of Gary Christian. Later that day 
it occurred to me that this is a great story 
and possibly suitable for the Nutshell. When 
I asked Danny if he would participate he 
turned me down. It wasn’t his story to 
share, so instead he introduced me to Gary. 
Gary and his wife invited me into their 
home one evening and they shared the 
following inspiring story. I hope you enjoy 
it as much as I did. -Mary 
If you’ve lived in East Tennessee for any 
length of time, you’ve probably heard the 
tragic story of Channon Christian and 
Chris Newsom, the young couple who were 
kidnapped and murdered in Knoxville in 
January of 2007. This is the story of the 
pain, anger, hate and eventual miraculous 
turnaround and restoration of Gary 
Christian, Channon’s father.

On January 

5, 2007, 
Channon 
Christian left 
her home 
in west 
Knoxville 
headed out to 
meet up with 
her boyfriend, 
Chris 
Newsom, 

and some friends for a birthday party later 
on that evening. However, Channon and 
Chris never made it to the party. Channon 
had called her Dad around midnight, telling 
him that instead of going to the party, she 
and Chris were going to get a bite to eat and 
then stop by a friend’s apartment to watch 
movies. Gary told Channon to be careful, 
and that he loved her and would see her 
later. Little did he know, that would be the 
last time he would ever talk to his daughter.

The following day, Gary got up and went to 
work as usual thinking everything was fine. 
Later that morning, he received a phone call 
telling him that Channon hadn’t reported 
to work. Gary immediately knew something 
was wrong. Channon, who was an assistant 
manager of a shoe store and was supposed to 
open the store that day, had never missed or 
even been late for work. Gary rushed home 
and began calling Channon’s phone and any 
friends that might know where she could be. 
The Newsom’s had also called as they had 
not heard from Chris. Gary called the police 
for help, but was told if he wanted to find his 
daughter, he needed to look for her himself, 
so he did. 
Through 
cell phone 
records, Gary 
was able to 
determine 
the last place 
Channon’s 
phone was 
used, the 
area of 
Cherry 
Street 
in east 
Knoxville near Chipman Street. Gary and a 
small army of friends and family immediately 
began a search of that area. Channon’s 
body was found on January 7, 2007. Gary 
was summoned to the command center 
law enforcement had set-up near the 
scene and told the horrible news of his 
daughter’s death. At that moment, Gary 
got up from the table in the command 
center, walked outside to the farthest 
corner of the parking lot, looked toward 
heaven and shouted, “I’m done with 
You!” indicating that he no longer had 
any use for God. At this point Gary’s 
life began a downward spiral. His heart 
broken, he was consumed with anger 
and filled with hate for the people who 
were responsible for Channon’s death.

When the news broke on local news 
stations outlining the horror the couple 
met with that night, we all watched in 

disbelief as the newscasters filled us in on 
the details of the most brutal and horrific 
murders in the history of the state of 
Tennessee. We were stunned. Like many of 
us, Danny Kimsey, W&S, wished there was 
something he could do for Gary Christian 
to ease his suffering and grief. The next 
Sunday in his Bible study class, Danny 
requested prayer for Gary and the families 
of Channon and Chris, but specifically for 
Gary, as Danny, the father of a daughter 
of his own, somehow felt a special bond 
with him although he had never met him. 
In the following months and years Danny 
continued to pray that God would use him 

in some small way to help Gary.

Meanwhile, Gary was trying to 
deal with his grief and anger. 
In 2009 he and his friend Dave 
created The Shepherds Riding 
Club in memory of Channon and 
what her life meant to the people 
that knew and loved her, in the 
hope that she would never be 
forgotten. The riding club helped 
to ease some of Gary’s pain, but 
he was still very angry. He was 

especially angry that as a believer, 
he had been asking God to protect his 
children every single day since they were 
born. It appeared to him that his prayers 
had been in vain. He was done. He had no 
plans to ever pray again. Gary likens this 

Channon Christian

Gary gestures as he listens to testimony in court

Lori Christian, Danny and Gary chat after a seminar

The Voice Continued on Page 4

How a Voice of Reason and a Motorcycle Club Helped Heal a Broken Heart

MEDIC Regional Blood Center will screen donors for COVID-19 
antibodies beginning August 3rd through August 31st as part of an 
ongoing effort to identify and recruit potential COVID Convalescent 
Plasma donors. 
All eligible donors will be tested and will need to sign a separate consent 
form during registration. Donors must donate to be tested for COVID-19 
antibodies and if there is no successful donation then there is no test. 
Anyone choosing not to be tested will be asked to return in September 
when the testing window is closed. 
This is not a COVID-19 diagnostic test. Donors should not visit MEDIC 
if they are sick in any way. Donors should be healthy and well before 

visiting any MEDIC donor center or community drive. As with any 
donation, donors will undergo a screening process that includes 
temperature check, blood pressure check, hemoglobin check and a series 
of questions to determine eligibility. All potential donors should eat a 
healthy meal and drink plenty of fluids before donating. 
All donations from August 3rd – 31st will be by appointment-only. This 
allows MEDIC staff to control donor flow and continue to follow social 
distancing guidelines. 

Tests are performed on blood samples at an offsite testing facility and do 
not take place at any MEDIC location. Only donors with a positive result 
will receive notification. 

MEDIC to Screen All Donors for COVID-19 Antibodies in August
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period in his life to having a cancer growing unchecked inside him, his 
hatred grew and expanded for years following Channon’s death.

Often as the trials began, we witnessed the depth of Gary’s anger on the 
news every evening. Little did we know that as he sat in the court room 
rocking back and forth while hearing the details of the crimes that were 
committed against his daughter, he was thinking of what it would be like 
to even the score with those responsible.

In the years following Channon’s death, Danny and Gary were 
introduced a couple of times through different mutual friends, one of 
which was Gary’s friend Dave who helped him form the Shepherds, 
and who was the Vice President of the club. In June of 2014, Dave 
unexpectedly died. Danny and his wife Karen attended the funeral, and 
after the service several people lingered swapping stories about their 
friend Dave. Danny and Karen stayed to share their own stories with 
the members of the Shepherds. Having known Gary for a while now, 
they were invited to ride with the Shepherds that afternoon in Dave’s 
memory. After the funeral ride, Danny and Karen joined the Shepherds 
occasionally and were eventually asked to join the riding club.

Over the years, as Gary and Danny became close friends, Danny would 
continually ask Gary to join him and Karen for a Sunday service at 
their church, Dotson Memorial in Maryville. Gary always said he would 
encourage all the Shepherds to continue to pray, but he himself would 
never again ask God for anything. So, a few weeks later, Danny asked 
again. He wouldn’t let it go. He asked again and again even though 
clearly Gary was getting annoyed with his persistence. Every time the 
invitation was extended, Gary made it clear that no, he would not join 
him, and he really didn’t want to hear about it again.

Other members of the Shepherds and their families were attending 
Dotson Memorial church every Sunday. Easter Sunday was fast 
approaching in the spring of 2018, so Danny shared an idea with 
Gary. He thought it would be nice if the Shepherds were to meet for 
breakfast on Easter morning, and then ride in to Dotson Memorial 
Church for Easter Sunday services. With a little urging from his wife 
Lori, Gary reluctantly agreed to attend church for the first time in 
eleven years. That morning the preacher’s message was about how 
Peter had turned his back on Jesus and about how truly gruesome and 
brutal the crucifixion of Jesus was. After the service, Gary was ready 
to get out of there and ride. As they rode, he was thinking about the 
comparisons between himself and Peter and how the torture Channon 
had experienced must have been a lot like the torture Jesus had.

As fate would have it, Danny was able to convince Gary to attend church 
again two weeks later on the day of the Shepherds anniversary ride. 
During this service, the preacher spoke on how our justice system was 
broken and that we will get no justice here on this earth. He also spoke 
about the faithfulness of Christ and how He would never leave you nor 

forsake you. Gary was 
beginning to think that 
the preacher had been 
given a heads up about 
who he was and why he 
was there. His growing 
anger was visible, Gary 
was rocking again like 
he did during the trials. 
Now Danny began to 
question God, “Are 
You kidding me? I’ve 
finally convinced him 
to come to church and 
You’ve got preacher 
Jim preaching THIS 
message?” However, as 
always, God had a plan. 
Right there during the 

Lori Christian listens as Gary speaks to 
a large group

The Voice continued from page 3 service God explained to Danny 
that evil killed Channon, He had 
nothing to do with the murder. 
He told Danny that there are two 
things impossible for Him, He 
cannot lie and He cannot control 
free will. It was evil practicing free 
will that took Channon’s life. If 
He could control free will, there 
would be no need for the cross. 
Danny relayed all of this to Gary, 
and added that God was there with 
Channon the whole time. Though 
He couldn’t stop the violence, He 
could reach down and take her 
away from the evil at the exact 
moment she released her last breath. Gary had never considered any of 
this when he thought about Channon’s last moments. It brought him 
some peace.

Weeks later, Gary was introduced to Pastor Jim Cummings and it was 
clear that although the preacher had heard the story of Channon and 
Chris, he had no idea who Gary was. Oddly enough, it turned out that 
preacher Jim’s sister and brother-in-law had been murdered by their 
son, the preacher’s nephew. This explained how he would know about a 
broken justice system and was able to connect so well with Gary.

Since losing his daughter, Gary had many times questioned out loud why  
Channon’s death had been so violent. Why could she not have died in a 
car accident, or from cancer, and why did she have to suffer so much? He 
reasoned that although the outcome would have been the same, it would 
have been easier on everyone including Channon and those she left 
behind. Danny now had an answer for Gary’s questions. The Shepherds 
Riding Club is about helping people. He pointed out that if Channon 
had lost her life in a car accident, Gary would be just another guy with a 
sad story, or if she had died of cancer, he would be just another poor car 
salesman who lost his daughter to a horrible disease. Danny added that 
he preferred to look at this situation as a platform and if Gary would just 
get up on that platform, the Shepherds could help so many more people. 
Gary began to refer to Danny as his voice of reason after that because he 
was always there to offer a different way to look at things. Gary’s heart 
seemed to soften a bit after that conversation and later on that day at 
Channon’s grave, Gary got down on one knee and prayed, asking God to 
restore him back to the man of faith he was before January 7, 2007.

These days, Gary is almost completely free of the anger and hate that 
consumed him for so long after his beloved daughter died. He’ll tell you 
that he forgives the people responsible often, sometimes every day if 
needed. He explains that sometimes a memory of Channon, or a new 
appeal filed in the case stirs up the old feelings of hate again, so he hits 
his knees and asks for help with forgiveness, again and again. Gary says 
that if he were to be given just ten minutes to speak to one of the people 
who killed his daughter before they die, he would spend the first three 
minutes telling them how much pain they’ve caused and then the next 
seven minutes he would use to try to save them.

Eventually Pastor Jim asked Gary to share his story of restoration with 
the congregation. Gary was hesitant, but he knew he had to do it. He 
had to get up there on that platform and reach out to people like himself 
who were in need of help. Since then Gary has spoken at 172 churches, at 
Grief Counseling Seminars and at Drug Addiction Treatment programs. 
He’s spoken in Florida, Texas, Oklahoma and South Carolina. He tells 
his story to strangers and anyone who will listen. Gary has come a 
long way since he lost his daughter, partly because Danny Kimsey was 
persistent in praying for a way to help Gary heal and refused to stop 
inviting him and Lori to his church.

And that is how a voice of reason and a motorcycle club helped heal a 
broken hearted man after the death of his beautiful daughter.   
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City of Maryville Building Inspectors Super Sleuths for Good
Building codes are meant to protect the public, make sure structures 
are sound, sanitary, safe, and fit for occupancy. One of the first building 
codes was literally written in stone around 1772 BC. That was the Code 
of King Hammurabi in Babylon. Though the King’s code provided no 
guidance on how to build, it stated, “If a builder has built a house for a 
man and his work is not strong, and if the house he has built falls in and 
kills the householder, that builder shall be slain.”  Yikes!

Back in the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries, zoning laws 
and building permits in the U.S. 
were almost nonexistent. As the 
Industrial Revolution brought rapid 
expansions in large cities, the need 
for construction codes and zoning 
regulations became clear. Baltimore 
put in place its first building codes 
in 1859 with revisions following 
the Great Fire of Baltimore in 
February of 1904. The San Francisco 
Earthquake of 1906 caused massive 
fires that destroyed over 80% of 
the city. It also brought enormous 
changes in construction codes and 
permit systems, as well as new zoning 
ordinances.
With new regulations comes the 
need to enforce them, so inspectors 

were born. Our Construction and Building Inspectors in the Codes Dept. 
work to ensure that construction meets national, state and local building 
codes and ordinances, zoning regulations, and contract specifications. 
Inspectors make sure all the work is completed according to code at all 
the different stages of construction. Along the way they educate, make 
suggestions and share tips that can help ensure approvals. 

Mechanical Inspections
Maria Nelson, (Deputy Building Official 
overseeing construction codes in the 
department). 
Maria is primarily responsible for 
Mechanical Inspections. She oversees the 
installation of the heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning, and refrigeration systems 
and equipment in both commercial and 
residential locations. She determines if 
boilers, commercial kitchen equipment 
and gas appliances are installed correctly 
in accordance with the Mechanical Code 
and approved design documents. Large 
vent hoods in restaurants are a common 
inspection for her. The purpose of any 
restaurant ventilation system is to extract 
from the kitchen heat, grease and other 
vapors that are generated in the food prep 
process to keep the kitchen running safely 
and efficiently. Maria climbs up tall ladders with her flashlight in hand to 
inspect the welds on the exhaust hood, the placement, and the materials 
used to craft this piece of equipment. A properly installed system will be 
the first line of defense to preventing fires in commercial kitchens which 
is why it is so important to make sure it is installed correctly.

Building and Plumbing Inspections 
Robert Large and Maria Nelson
Robert and Maria keep a watchful eye on residential and commercial 
new construction, renovation projects, decks, garages, footers, framing, 
headers, subfloors, stairways, plumbing, setbacks, egress windows, 
and roofs to name a few things. They work closely with contractors and 
homeowners always with safety and construction quality in mind. 
The first step to any building project is applying for a permit. The plans 

for new construction and renovation 
projects are submitted to the Codes 
department for approval along with 
the permit application. Remodeling 
projects, additions, improvements, 
or even a tear down of a structure, 
all require a permit for the work to 
proceed. 
It isn’t unheard of for a homeowner or 
a contractor to begin work without a 
permit. When any of the inspections 
team members spot an unpermitted 
deck going up, a new pool, garage, 
or addition, our inspectors have 
the authority to issue a Stop Work 
Order on behalf of the City. When 
that happens, the work must stop 
immediately no matter what is 
being done at the time, or at what 

expense. The homeowner will be given a certain time period to obtain 
a permit or face legal implications. At times it becomes necessary for 
the unpermitted structure to be torn down. Maybe the pool was placed 
too close to an existing easement, or a deck was deemed unsafe for use 
because it has the potential to collapse. Sometimes an inspector has 
to deliver bad news to a home or business owner, and they suddenly 
become the most un-popular person in town. In the end, if by delivering 
an order to tear down an unsafe structure in order to keep a disaster 
from happening or even save a life, they’re OK with being the bad guy for 
a little while. 

Electrical Inspections
Blake Henegar, Rusty Thompson and Gary Walker
Blake, Rusty and Gary are responsible for electrical inspections. An 
electrical inspection verifies that the installation of the wiring meets 
minimum requirements for electrical safety, according to current codes. 
Its sole purpose is to protect the homeowner from fire or electrocution. 
The first of three to five inspections 
is a rough-in inspection where wires, 
conduits and electrical panels and 
boxes are inspected. This inspection 
makes sure that wires are intact, and 
that all fire hazards around conduits 
and electrical panels are eliminated. 
This inspection is conducted before the 
walls are closed up with drywall and/or 
before insulation is installed.
Next visit, the electrical service panel 
is checked to ensure that the panel has 
been properly installed and fastened 
and is correctly grounded. 
The final inspection is the last visit to 
the structure for Blake, Rusty, or Gary. 
At this point, the objective is to ensure 
a fully functional electrical system. 
This inspection involves a lot of switch 
flipping and current testing. Do the 
light fixtures light up? Do the ceiling 
fans and exhaust fans work and match up with the correct switch? Does 
every outlet have power? Are the fire alarms installed and functioning 
properly? Is the garage door opener working? What about the HVAC 
system? If everything is found to be in order, the job is deemed to be 
complete, up to code and ready for occupancy.

Energy Inspections
Blake Henegar
Before the drywall is installed Blake visits the structure to verify 
that the builder’s work has been done according to code and the end 

Inspections Continued on Page 6
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Requirements of Title VI
It’s the policy of the City of Maryville that all its services 
and activities be administered in conformance with the
requirements of Title VI.

What is Title VI?
“No person in the United States shall, on the grounds 
of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected 
to discrimination under any program or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistance.”

What is the purpose of Title VI?
The purpose of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 is to 
prohibit programs and activities which receive federal funds 
from discriminating against participants or clients on the 
basis of race, color, or national origin. The intent of the law 
is to insure that all persons, regardless of their race, color, 
or national origin are allowed to participate in federally 
funded programs. To insure that the City of Maryville meets 
its compliance responsibility, comprehensive monitoring 
procedures have been established to provide for continual
compliance with Title VI.

The Areas Covered by Title VI
Construction, transportation, parks and recreation, 
community block grants, location of facilities, law 
enforcement, environmental issues, contracting, 
distribution of benefits and services, hiring, equipment and 
building loans, and tax benefits enjoyed by private, fraternal 
and nonprofit organizations.

Title VI Actions
• Prohibits entities from denying an individual any service, 
financial aid, or other benefit.

• Prohibits entities from providing services or benefits 
to some individuals that are different or inferior to those 
provided to others.

• Prohibits segregation or separate treatment in any 
manner related to receiving program services or benefits.

• Prohibits entities from requiring different standards or 
conditions as prerequisites for serving individuals.

• Encourages the participation of minorities as members 
of planning or advisory bodies for programs and activities 
receiving federal funds.

• Prohibits discriminatory activity in a facility built in whole 
or part with Federal funds.

• Requires entities to notify the eligible population about 
applicable programs.

• Prohibits locating facilities in any way that would limit or 
impede access to a federally funded service or benefit.

• Requires assurance of nondiscrimination in purchasing of 
services.

Title VI complaints involving recipients and 
beneficiaries may be filed with the City of 
Maryville Title VI Coordinator: Manager of 
Human Resources Leslie Crawford, Maryville 
Municipal Center.

product will be as energy 
efficient as possible. This 
inspection focuses on 
ample air sealing, effective 
air barriers, properly 
installed insulation, attic 
insulation depth, proper 
windows and the sealant 
around those windows. An 
energy inspection ensures 
that the home will be 
comfortable and healthy for 
the homeowner, with lower 
utility bills.  

Codes Compliance Officer
Debbie Yarnell
As our Codes Compliance Officer, Debbie’s primary duties are the 
prevention, detection, investigation, and enforcement of violations 
of laws regulating public nuisance, public health, safety, and welfare. 
Debbie’s work is instrumental in protecting the environment, property 
values, and the health and safety of our citizens as well.
Debbie is a unique public servant whose responsibilities land 
somewhere between policy making, law enforcement and litigation. 
The City Council adopts policies and codes to solve problems within 
the city. Debbie applies these laws to defiant properties, either by 
issuing violation notices to persuade voluntary compliance or by filing 
court actions when all else fails. Debbie’s days are filled with dealing 
with residents who refuse to mow their lawn or prefer to keep their 
property looking like the city dump. She investigates complaints about 
neighbors who hoard pets, or possessions, or those who live with cock 
roach infestations that spill out of their house into the neighborhood. 
She investigates abandoned vehicles or boats and buildings showing 
obvious signs of neglect. Debbie often relies heavily on her ability to 
negotiate with the unreasonable, her calm demeanor, sense of humor 
and compassion for people to help citizens become compliant with 
our municipal ordinances without having to go before a judge with the 
matter.

Certifications  
Maria holds and maintains certifications through the International 
Code Council (ICC). They include: Commercial and Residential Building, 
Mechanical and Plumbing Inspector, as well as Fire Inspector (however 
our Fire Department is responsible for these inspections). She also holds 
licenses from the state of Tennessee for all of the above. 
Robert maintains State of Tennessee Certifications for both Residential 
and Commercial Structures in the state of Tennessee for Building, 
Plumbing, and Mechanical Inspections. 
Rusty holds certifications in the State of Tennessee for Commercial 
and Residential Electrical Inspector, and Commercial and Residential 
Mechanical Inspector. He is also the President of the International 
Association of Electrical Inspectors (IAEI) East Tennessee Division, 
the treasurer of the State Chapter of the IAEI, and is on the Board of 
Directors of the Southern Section of the IAEI.
Blake is a Certified Electrical Codes Inspector through the State of 
Tennessee Fire Marshall’s Office, Certified Electrical Inspector of One- 
and Two-Family Dwellings through IAEI, and Certified Electrical 
Inspector General through IAEI.
Debbie is certified through the International Code Council as a Property 
Maintenance and Housing Inspector.
Gary, our Building Official is certified through the ICC in the following 
disciplines: Electrical, Mechanical, Plumbing, and Building Code 
Specialist, Building, Plumbing and Electrical Plans Examiner, 
Certified Building Official, Electrical Code, Mechanical Code, Building 
Code, and Plumbing Code Official, Commercial Electrical Inspector, 
Commercial Combination Inspector, Plumbing Plans Inspector, Zoning 
Plans Inspector, and Mechanical Plans Examiner, Fire Inspector I, 
Combination Plans Examiner, Master Code Professional, Combination 
Inspector, Building Inspector, Electrical Inspector, Residential Electrical 
Inspector, and Mechanical Inspector. And from the State of Tennessee:
Fire Inspector, Commercial Building, Plumbing, and Mechanical 
Inspector, Residential Building, Plumbing, and Mechanical Inspector and 
Electrical Codes Inspector.

Inspections continued from page 5
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Promotion

Shelby Worthington
W&S

Utility Construction Worker I

New Employee

Mary Winchester
EPW

Administrative Assistant

New Salt Bin Progressing
Pictured below: crews building the walls of the new Salt Bin 

New Employee  
Jackson Morton

EPW
Grounds Maintenance Worker

 

New Employee  
Brandon Nichols

EPW
Grounds Maintenance Worker

 

Promotion

Brentley Riddle
EPW

Street Construction Worker

Promotion

Jerry Hall
W&S

Utility Construction Worker III

New Employee

Jason White
W&S

Wastewater Treatment
Plant Technitician

Fleet Services Improvements
The new lift in Fleet Services has already been placed into service, the 
whole department is celebrating it’s arrival!



People are the Key

August Birthdays August Anniversaries
Paul Gilley, W&S  40 years

Kent Roberts, Electric  40 years

Darrell Lewelling, W&S  37 years

Roger Campbell, Administration  37 years

Tom Bible, W&S  37 years

Tony Bailey, Electric  34 years

Mark Taylor, MPD  34 years

Ricky Trentham, W&S  33 years

Darryl Adams, Electric  31 years

William Murphy, Electric  28 years

Terri Caylor, Admin  28 years

Rom Everett, MFD  28 years

Terry McCoy, IT  26 years

Keith Church, IT  23 years

Michael Doherty, MFD  22 years

Chad Wilson, EPW  22 years

Thomas Vananda, EPW  22 years

Edmond Greene, EPW  21 years

Jason Cable, W&S  21 years

Mickey Gorman, W&S  21 years

Glenda Brinley, Finance  19 years

Doug Chapman, EPW  17 years

Sandy Rinicker, MFD  15 years

Andrew Puckett, MFD  15 years

Eric Middleton, EPW  14 years

Cindy Karnoupakis, Finance  13 years

Travis Brown, MPD  12 years

 James Long, MPD  12 years

 Casey Ryding, Electric  8 years

Golman Myers, Electric  8 years

Steven Talbott, MFD  7 years

Mike Bell, W&S  6 years

Jacob Kagley, EPW  6 years

Brian Smith, W&S  5 years

Justin Brown, MPD  5 years

Dwayne Shoffner, Electric  4 years

Matthew McKeel, MPD  4 years

Don Kitts, W&S  3 years

Tyler Breazeale, EPW  1 year

Brentley Riddle, EPW  1 year

Patty Cox, Admin  1 year

Ernie Herin, EPW  1 year

Cody Whitehead, W&S  1 year

2  Bryson Dykes, MFD

3  Patrick Effler, Electric

4  Tyran Harrison, MPD
 John Cogburn, MFD

6  Michael Doherty, MFD

7  Brian Boone, EPW
 Tony Hatcher, W&S

11  Brentley Riddle, EPW
 Ronnie Pryor, MPD

12  Joe Head, W&S

15  Golman Myers, Electric
 Blake Henegar, Dev. Services
 Jonathan Wilson, EPW

16  Sandy Rinicker, MFD

17  James Bond, Electric
 Shawn Ridings, EPW

21  Ben Belitz, MPD

24  Ricky Jackson, Electric
 Danny Frye, Electric

26  Jim Hurst, Electric

28  Darrel Pharris, EPW

An Email Sent to Mayor Tom Taylor
Subject: Response from the City

Tom, I just wanted to let you know how impressed I have been with 
these employees I’ve been in touch with, specifically Jane Groff, Tim 
Green, and Scott Poland. They have been in contact quickly and 
made everything I asked about easy. That is certainly a delight when 
dealing with “Government”! 
Thank you, Ruthie

Comment From Govdeals.com
Q: Nice, extra clean truck. Good job on showing your truck, every 
agency should take lessons from you all. Great job. Thanks for 
showing a good clean truck. (7/20/20 2:06 PM)

This compliment is referring to the work Bill Walt, Fleet Services 
does on govdeals.com. Way to go Bill!

New study confirms cats can’t spread 
COVID-19, but would if given the option


