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Up on the Rooftop with Darrel Pharris
Anytime after October 1, if you need Darrel Pharris, EPW, you will
most likely find him in his front yard or maybe on the roof of his
house, possibly in front of his computer. Darrel’s hobby, a Christmas
light show synced to music and broadcast over your car’s radio,
consumes his free time beginning the first week of October. For the
next few months, he’s all in until January 8, when it’s time to take
everything down and start planning for next year’s show.
When Darrel was
young, he loved
laying under the
tree looking up at
the lights while
waiting for Rudolf
and Santa to arrive.
He has a lot of fond
memories of his
grandparents’ house
all decked out with
The Pharris home all decked out in it’s Christmas
the old-fashioned
finery.
C9 Christmas lights
for the holidays too. When he was 18 with a place of his own, his
Grandfather, who had a passion for Christmas, gave him some
lights from his collection to get Darrel started. For years Darrel’s
lights were pretty much like everyone else’s, festive, but nothing
too outrageous or complicated. When he had children of his own,
he wanted to re-create the joy and innocence of the season that he
remembers, and that’s where a seed started to sprout. About sixteen
years ago, Darrel was at a point where he could kick his lights up
a notch, so he programmed some music to go with them using a
box called “Mr. Christmas” that he found at Home Depot. The “Mr.
Christmas” box gave Darrel the ability to program the lights to flash
with the beat of the music through an SD card. Back then, he had six
channels, meaning he could make his lights do six different things.
Around 2016, he decided it was time to jump to the next level. He
entered a more professional world of light displays. He discovered a
community of like-minded enthusiasts on Facebook and leaned on
their expertise for
guidance. With
a little support
from his friends
on-line, he taught
himself how to
plan and execute
his massive light
show, “Listen
to the Lights
Maryville”.

Darrel and Robin with Emily Stroud of WBIR. The Pharris
home was featured on Live at Five at Four.

Today, Darrel, his
wife Robin, and
his father-in-law,
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Bucky, spend at least
80 hours putting all
the lights up. After
the lights are up,
Darrel invests an
additional 30 - 40
hours programming
the show on his
computer. He has
between 16 and
17,000 LED lights,
more than 1,200
channels, 230
extension cords, four
arches, a pixel tree,
Darrel on the roof checking bulbs.
and ten snowflakes,
plus wreaths, candy canes, and new this year: eight floodlights
that change the color of the entire house. The unofficial favorite
element of the show among the youngest in the crowd is Santa. He
and his elves can be seen dancing in a second floor window thanks
to a projector set up in an upstairs bedroom. The hour-long show
lights up on Thanksgiving night for the first time each year at 6 p.m.
repeating every hour on the hour until midnight when it powers
down for the night automatically.
Two years ago, WBIR featured “Listen to the Lights Maryville” on
Live at Five at Four. One evening soon after the story aired, Darrel
checked his security camera and nearly fainted. At least 200 cars
were snaking their way through his neighborhood with countless
other cars lined up along the access road waiting for their turn to
enter. Luckily, his neighbors love his lights. He checks in often with
them to make sure they’re still on board or if they have any issues to
bring to his attention.
Darrel estimates the number of visitors each night could be as high
as 200. In the weeks before Christmas, as many as 2,000 cars drive
through. One evening he met someone from Mexico who was visiting
family in Knoxville. Speaking in broken English she told Darrel they
had heard about his lights and were determined to see them while
they had the opportunity. All these visitors may have found “Listen
to the Lights Maryville” on Facebook where Darrel posts photos
and all the
information
you need
to come by
to see it for
yourself.
Darrel says
he goes to all
the trouble
of creating
his light
show for

A screenshot of the sequencing process on Darrel’s computer.
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Applause Please

New Employee

Matthew Stewart
EPW
Grounds Maintenance
Worker

Promotion

Brian Gray

EPW
Heavy Equipment
Operator

Promotion

Caleb Smith

MFD
Firefighter
Engineer/Paramedic

Retiring 12/3/21

Dan Cantwell
EPW
22 Years of Service

Retiring 12/31/21

Terry Welshan
EPW
40 Years of Service

Promotion

Matthew Gagnon
MFD
Firefighter
Engineer/Paramedic

Promotion

Jeremy Snyder
EPW
Sanitation Collection
Crew Leader

Christmas Tree Lighting Event
On Monday, December 6, 2021 at 6 p.m. we will gather in front
of the Municipal Building to light our Christmas tree. Santa will
arrive at 6:30 to visit with the children. Bring your little ones
to see Santa, listen to the Maryville Christian School Choir, and
enjoy a free cookie and some hot chocolate!

Coming Soon to a Fire Bay Near You...
The Annual Biscuit Breakfast!
Let the Christmas celebrations begin! On
Thursday, December 16, all employees are
invited to the Annual City Manager’s Biscuit
Breakfast in the Fire Bay from 7 to 9 a.m. Be
sure to stop in and enjoy some hot coffee and a
biscuit with your friends and co-workers.
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Retiring 12/3/21

Mark Wheeler
Electric
35 Years of Service

Promotion

Aaron Inman
Electric
Electric Line
Worker Trainee

Promotion

Nick Yoakum

EPW
Sanitation Collection
Driver

Promotion

Conner Brown
MFD
Firefighter/ EMT
Trainee

Promotion

Josh Richards

MFD
Firefighter
Engineer/Paramedic

New Baby

Stella Blake Hickman
Daughter of Tiffany & Ryan
Hickman, MPD
10/29/21 • 7lbs. 6oz. • 19.5”

Police and Fire Serve Lunch at MHS
Pictured here, Sergeant Mike Hicks, MPD and Lt. Sarah Harris,
MFD helping serve Thanksgiving lunch
at Maryville High on Nov. 17.

People are the Key
Darrel - continued from page 1
selfish reasons. “It’s for me,” he’ll tell you. “Sometimes, I sit in the
driveway and watch for kids passing by in their parents’ car. The
look on their faces is priceless. That makes my heart happy.”
While we all occasionally need a reason to smile, the Pharris
family recently needed extra portions of happiness in their hearts.
When Charleigh Rae Pharris, Robin and Darrel’s granddaughter
passed away at 2 1/2 months old from Hypoplastic Left Heart
Syndrome on November 30, 2019, their hearts were shattered.
Following her death, their son, Daniel, struggled with the loss of
his beautiful baby. Darrel struggled to help him understand as
well. One day, while looking for new music for the show, Darrel
found a Christian band called Sidewalk Prophets. Their song,
What a Glorious Night was perfect for the show. That day he
also stumbled onto another song they recorded called I Believe
It Now. The lyrics to I Believe It Now talk about how when we
go through hard times, we sometimes feel angry and blame our
creator only to come back around and find comfort through our
relationship with Him. It was as if the song had been written
about their family. It opened their eyes to how through Charleigh’s

life and death, she brought
them closer to each other and
heaven. So this year, Darrel
included the band’s Christmas
song, What a Glorious Night,
in the show as a way to honor
his granddaughter, who
accomplished more in her
short time on earth than many
folks do in 80 years.
You can see “Listen to the
Lights Maryville” at 2959 West
Hills Drive. Tune your radio to
FM 91.7. Turn your headlights
off and park lights on and be
sure to wave at Darrel if you
see him! He’ll be the one with
the biggest smile on his face!

Charleigh Rae Pharris
9/19/19 - 11/30/19

Halloween Fun with Friends
A Holiday
Message from City
Manager, Greg McClain
Shorter days, colder temperatures and
falling leaves can only mean one thing. Christmas is
coming soon. The holidays for many of us have become
a time of events, expectations, demands and stress. My
wish for each of you is a wonderful time of contentment
with family, friends and maybe even a little time for
yourself. I try to remind myself every year to focus on
the reason for celebrating Christmas in the first place.
I always remember Charlie Brown asking Linus what
Christmas is all about. Linus quotes Luke Chapter 2
which declares “For unto you is born this day in the
city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord….And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards
men.” God’s great and sacrificial gift, given to all
mankind should be the driving force behind our giving
gifts to family, friends, and those less fortunate. Gifts
can be given in many different ways. Giving someone
a kind word, a pat on the back, volunteering time with
a community service agency, visiting a nursing home,
checking on a neighbor, or simply sharing a smile with
those you see each day. Those are the gifts that honor
that small child born in Bethlehem.

All the Things in the Finance Department

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for all
that you do for our community everyday. I am grateful
for your gift of giving your best for the benefit of the
residents of Maryville. I know our community is so very
grateful as well.
Op Center Girls in their Halloween costumes
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People are the Key
December Birthdays

Joe Bogart, Finance

41 years

Bobby Queen, MFD

28 years

Mike Davis, MFD

27 years

John Cogburn, MFD

22 years

Leland Blackwood, Admin.

20 years

Greg McClain, Admin.

20 years

Bill Bain, MFD

19 years

Jesse McWhorter, W&S

17 years

Charlie Fipps, MFD

16 years

Ron Nugent, EPW

16 years

Chuck Rowan, EPW

15 years

Chris Pereda, MFD

9 years

Ian Callaway, Electric

5 years

Mary Bristol, Admin.

5 years

Chad Grissom, MPD

5 years

Jason Chai, EPW

3 years

Kyle Newman, EPW

3 years

Heath Hampton, W&S

2 years

David Morton, Finance

Jared Belcher, EPW

1 year

Mike Seagle, Electric

Alyssa Estabrook, MPD

1 year

Nick Yoakum, EPW

1 year

1

Charlie Martinez, MFD

2

Noah Pounds, MFD

4

Tim Green, EPW
Brandon Riggs, MFD

5

Wendy Phillips, Finance

7

Eric Bailey, EPW
Jason White, W&S

8

Richard Johnson, Electric

9

Mickey Gorman, W&S
Michael Alexander, EPW

10

Robbie Fox, IT

12

Brian Watson, MFD

14

Jason Russell, W&S

16

Robert Smith, W&S
Michael Wilson, Electric

19

Cristy West, Finance

20

Nicole Samu, GIS

28
31

Dressed for Christmas in the City
On November 16,
2021 Ian Calloway
(left) and Logan
Turbyfill, Electric
Department, gave
Sam Houston his
warm hat and scarf
just in time for
winter. Special thanks
to Engineering &
Public Works and the
Electric Department
for making Maryville
look festive for the
upcoming holidays!

The Kit Kat Tax
Brian Boone’s wife Christy loves Halloween. She loves it so much
that she insists on giving trick-or-treaters full size candy bars
when they come to the door. It’s all a part of her plan: give the
good stuff and the kids will come back year after year. When Brian
mentions the expense of buying 500 full size candy bars compared
to fun size bars, his wife reminds him that we all must pay taxes.
Property taxes, income taxes, and at the Boone household... the
Kit Kat Tax.
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December Anniversaries

Citizen’s Shout Out to MFD
An Instagram
post by a friend
of Chad Loveday,
IT, whose little
boy got his
finger stuck in
their drain. MFD
helped “unstick”
the situation
to the relief of
this little boy
and his parents.
Afterward, Tara
said that her son
was very excited
to receive and
get to wear his
fireman’s hat.

