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2020 United Way Campaign Begins

Why Do You Give?

The City of Maryville United Way Campaign will be gearing
up on October 5. This year, because COVID-19 has changed
everything, we are unable to have representatives from the
organizations supported by United Way of Blount County
come in to share their stories with us. The success stories
that we have heard in the past are powerful tools that help us
to see the impact of their donations here in Blount County.
Since that isn’t possible, this year we would like to present a
program that benefits from your contributions to UW, Second
Harvest Food Bank and their Food for Kids outreach.

Below are some City employees explaining why they support
the UW with their hard earned dollars year after year. Read
on for some uplifting and inspiring words just when we need
them most!

Food for Kids Program Spotlight

Jane Groff, Administration
I give to the United Way because their work ensures the
organizations who help the most people are available to those
who need them. The money that I contribute is much more
effective when combined with the rest of the community.
The many necessary organizations our community needs at
any given time are funded, and when someone I know needs
help, I can refer them to an organization that I know will help
them.

Food for Kids is a collaboration between Second Harvest
and the public school systems within the food bank’s
18-county service area. The program provides healthy, easilyprepared food to some of the most vulnerable children in
our community. These vulnerable children likely miss meals
on a regular basis. Teachers at each school compile a list of
students in their classroom who may be at risk of hunger to
receive food from the program.
In addition to simply telling their teachers they are going
hungry, many children hoard food from the lunchroom, take
food from other children’s trays and even take food from
trashcans to have something to eat after school and over
the weekends. These children are discreetly given food for
themselves (and any siblings they may have at home) every
Friday throughout the school year. Reports of improved selfesteem, behavior and concentration among Food for Kids
participants are common. (www.secondharvestetn.org)

Food for Kids by the Numbers:
• 18—the current number of counties in which the
program operates
• 280—the current number of participating schools
• 12,600+—the current number of children benefiting
from the program
• 50+—number of schools that are not yet on board
within our 18-county service area
• 1,100,000+—the number of meals provided by Food for
Kids this year
• $100—average cost per child to provide healthy food
each week for a full school year
• 25+—the number of FULL truckloads of deeply
discounted food distributed each year
• $0—the cost to the schools/children receiving Food for
Kids food

Missi Fields, Finance
The reason I give to United Way is because I have two
mentally challenged cousins that get great joy from
participating in Special Olympics. My donation helps in a
small way but what they receive from this impacts them and
others in a big way.

Early in my career, I encountered a young lady who was a
victim of domestic violence. The boyfriend kicked her out
of their apartment, and she had nowhere to go, nothing
but the uniform she wore to work. I was able – through my
knowledge of the United Way – to get her help quickly. It
made such a huge impact on me, and was probably as much
a blessing for me to know that there was help for her. There
are so many more examples throughout the years of people in
crisis or in need and almost always, there is an organization
that is there to help. We never know what our friends and
neighbors are struggling with, and I am just glad to know that
through the United Way, the help they need will be there. My
small contribution can’t help everyone, but with all of us, we
can mean the world to our community.
Ron Nugent, EPW
I enjoy helping out and contributing to the UW because of
how they have our community in their best interest. They
provide a lot of behind the scene work we don’t even realize.
Mary Bristol, Administration
For many years I was a reluctant supporter of UW while
my husband, Tom, was fully committed. That was up until
three years ago when I heard a speaker from Blount County
Community Action Agency (BCCAA) talk about the Meals on
Wheels program. BCCAA is one of the agencies UW supports.
Continued - see UW page 3
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Promotion

Jana Brown

W&S
Environmental Engineer

New Employee

Zachary Hicks

EPW
Grounds Maintenance

New Employee

Eric Maynard
MPD
Police Officer

Newborn

Newborn

Maryanna Rene’

Abigail

Daughter of Megan
and Matt Lafon (EPW)
Born 8/27/20

Daughter of Mackenzie
and Josh Richards (MFD)
Born 9/18/20

Op Center Salt Bin Complete

Fire Prevention Week October 4 - 10

The salt bin walls were up by August 14 and construction was
completed on the 28th. The new bin will hold 1,500 tons of salt
compared to the old bin that held 800 - 900 tons. The new bin
is located away from any equipment. That wasn’t the case with
the old bin which caused some of the equipment to rust more
than usual.

Fire Prevention Week is observed each year in October in
commemoration of the Great Chicago Fire. According to legend,
on Sunday evening, October 8, 1871, Mrs. Catherine O’Leary was
in her barn milking her cow. When the cow kicked over a lamp,
it sparked the Great Chicago Fire. Much of the town was made of
wood including buildings, fences, and sidewalks. It was a common
practice to spread sawdust in the dirt streets to cut down on the
dust as well, and there had been only 5” of rain total since January
of that year. It was a disaster waiting to happen. Burning for more
than 27 hours, the fire grew to four miles long and one mile wide
and jumped the Chicago River twice before it was extinguished.
That day more than 300 people were killed, 100,000 people
were left homeless, 2,000 acres of land were burned and over
17,400 structures or 1/3 of the city was destroyed. On the 40th
anniversary of the fire, the Fire Marshals Association of North
America decided that every year on October 9 (the day the fire was
extinguished) they should commemorate the tragedy by keeping
the public informed about the importance of Fire Prevention.

Still Time to Respond to the 2020 Census!
Oct. 5 is the current target date to end all counting efforts.
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People are the Key
Good to Know....

National Retirement Security Month

Pistol Creek Cleanup
Saturday, October 24, 2020 - 9:00 AM 2:00 PM
Join Keep Blount Beautiful for a cleanup of Pistol Creek. Litter
pickup supplies will be provided. Volunteers are encouraged to
wear long pants and shoes that can get wet. The meeting location
will be given to volunteers when they sign up with their chosen
time slot. www.keepblountbeautiful.org/upcoming-events-1

America Recycles Day
Saturday, November 14, 2020 - 10:00 AM 2:00 PM
First Baptist Maryville - 202 W. Lamar Alexander Parkway
Keep Blount Beautiful will host its Annual America Recycles
Day at First Baptist Maryville, This event is a free, drive-through
collection of hard to recycle items for proper recycling or reuse.

October is National Retirement Security Month, expanding
on the program which was previously limited to a single week.
This year, ICMA-RC’s campaign theme, “Bring Your Future into
Focus,” encourages employees to focus on ways to save toward
a successful financial future and
achieving retirement savings goals.
Visit www.retirementmonth.org
to see the educational resources
and opportunities we are sharing
with participants, including
live webinars, inspiring videos,
interactive calculators, and
downloadable flyers.
Featured topics include:
• Market Volatility
• Cyber Security
• Savings Strategies
• Financial Planning
• Debt Management
ICMA is informing participants
about this important effort
and how they can participate
through channels such as Account
Access messaging and their
RealizeRetirement® Monthly
newsletter.

UW - continued from page 1

While delivering meals to a
senior in need, the volunteer
became aware of a man living in
a shed in the back yard of one of
his clients. There was no heat,
lights, or running water in the
shed, it was the dead of winter.
BCCAA was able to find help
for the man. That story opened
my eyes to how the money my
husband had been donating for
several years was making a big
difference in our community. My
attitude immediately changed
and finally Tom and I were on
the same page... on donations to
UW anyway! ;-)
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People are the Key
October Birthdays

October Anniversaries

1

Jonathan Ellenburg, Electric

Todd Burchett, W&S

35 years

2

David Headrick, W&S
Nate Robinson, MPD

Ronnie Pryor, MPD

31 years

Joe Head, W&S

29 years

3

Caleb Compton, EPW
Leslie Crawford, HR

Rusty Thompson, Dev. Services

25 years

4

Steven Wickert, MPD

Robert Large, Dev. Services

21 years

5

Brian Gray, EPW

Shaun O’Neal, MPD

20 years

7

Keith Wilson, W&S

Matthew Clark, EPW

19 years

8

Joe Tipton, W&S
Shelby Worthington, W&S

Kenneth Crowder, MPD

19 years

David Headrick, W&S

8 years

9

Kevin Bailey, IT
Jordan Clark, Dev. Services
William Murphy, Electric

Keith Brewer, EPW

17 years

Steven Dotson, MPD

13 years

Sarah Harris, MFD

13 years

Terri Caylor, Admin.
Brent Robbins, W&S

Chance Hawkins, MFD

13 years

Kevin Stoltenberg, EPW

13 years

13

Matthew Watson, MPD

Michael Alexander, EPW

10 years

14

Sandra Warwick, Finance

Jerry Hall, W&S

7 years

21

Jennifer Riffle, MPD

Perla Garrett, Finance

4 years

22

Tammy Hankinson, Finance
Mary Winchester, Pub. Services

Derik Hilbert, EPW

4 years

Tyler Kirkland, W&S

4 years

Bill Bain, MFD
Jamie Hipps, EPW
Don Myers, Electric

Jordan Clark, Dev. Services

3 years

Phil Stewart, W&S

2 years

Matt Gagnon, MFD

1 year
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23

24

Lucas McCall, EPW

28

Terry Welshan, EPW

29

Joe Bogart, Finance
Ricky Cummings, EPW

30

Jonathon Riggsbee, Admin.

Happy Birthday Y’all!

Special Thanks from a Citizen
Patricia Brown called to thank the EPW
Streets Department for the quick response in
getting the sewer drain asphalt fixed on Knight
Bridge Road. She appreciated the work that
was done. Tim Green reported that Clay Cope, Jamie Hipps,
Chance Anderson, Jonathan Wilson and Brad Weeks were the
employees who worked on the asphalt.

Flu Shots Offered
Tuesday and Wednesday, October 13 & 14, 2020

Free flu shots will be offered to all full-time
employees and their spouses in preparation
for flu season. Shots will be administered
in the Gary Hensley Room at the Municipal
Building from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Oct. 13
and 7:30 to 11 a.m. in the Operation Center
Auditorium Oct. 14th. Be sure to bring your UMR insurance card
or your insurance provider card (if you do not carry insurance
through the City) and your identification when you check in.
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(Cpl. Jamie Long and Officer Chad Grissom)

